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Abstract — JSTOR Plant Science is an online environment that brings 
together content, tools, and people interested in plant science. It provides 
access to foundational content vital to plant science – plant type specimens, 
taxonomic structures, scientific literature, and related materials, making them 
widely accessible to the plant science community as well as to researchers 
in other fields and to the public. It also provides an easy to use interface with 
powerful functionality that supports research and teaching, including the ability 
to measure and record plant specimens, share observations and objects with 
colleagues and classmates, and investigate global plant biodiversity.
Index Terms — tools, database, resources, type specimens.
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JSTOR Plant Science is an online environment that brings together content, tools, and people interested in plant science. It provides access to foundational content vital to plant science – plant type specimens, 
taxonomic structures, scientific literature, and related materials, making them 
widely accessible to the plant science community as well as to researchers 
in other fields and to the public. It also provides an easy to use interface with 
powerful functionality that supports research and teaching, including the ability 
to measure and record plant specimens, share observations and objects with 
colleagues and classmates, and investigate global plant biodiversity.
JSTOR Plant Science strives to be a comprehensive online research tool for 
aggregating and exploring the world’s botanical resources, thereby dramatically 
improving access for students, scholars, and scientists around the globe. It 
is useful for those researching, teaching or studying botany, biology, ecology, 
environmental and conservation studies.
A significant portion of the content available on JSTOR Plant Science has 
been contributed through an effort known as the Global Plants Initiative (GPI). 
GPI is an international undertaking by leading herbaria to digitize and make 
available plant type specimens and other holdings used by botanists and others 
working in plant science every day. Partners include more than 150 institutions 
in 52 countries on 5 continents. There are two partner networks in place and 
contributing today: the African Plants Initiative which focuses on plants from 
Africa and the Latin American Plants Initiative which contributes plants from 
Latin America. GPI and has also expanded to Asia. GPI has received funding 
and guidance from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 
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Currently, JSTOR Plant Science has more than 900,000 specimens. 
When complete, there will be an estimated 2.2 million. Further there are 
foundational reference works and books such as The Useful Plants of West 
Tropical Africa, Flowering Plants of South Africa, and illustrations from Curtis’s 
Botanical Magazine. JSTOR Plant Science also includes a significant set of 
correspondence, including Kew’s Directors’ Correspondence which included 
hand-written letters and memorandum from the senior staff of Kew from 1841 to 
1928. The JSTOR Plant Science team is developing tools to extract contextual 
data from this aggregation, which will hopefully enhance its use to the botanical 
community. 
